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Complete five items, including the ones that are starred.

1. Read about St. Joseph in Nativity Narratives in the book of Luke. Discuss with your family, or write out five different virtues that St. Joseph showed in the nativity, the presentation, the flight into Egypt and the finding of the Child Jesus in the Temple. Which virtue does he inspire you to practice? How will you practice those virtues?
2. St. Joseph is the Patron Saint of the Universal Church. He is also associated with many other patronages. Research titles of which St. Joseph is known and briefly describe why he is a patron of those specific things.
3. The Church has many devotions and prayers to St. Joseph , including Consecration to St. Joseph, the St. Joseph Chaplet, and a number of Novenas to St. Joseph. Pick one new devotion or prayer to memorize or say consistently this year.
4. The Church celebrates two major feast days of St. Joseph. St. Joseph’s first feast day is on March 19 and the feast of St. Joseph the Worker is on May 1st. Research why he has two feast days and what special ways they are celebrated throughout the world.
5. One devotion to St. Joseph originally from Italy is the St. Joseph home altar. Look up some images on the internet for examples of home altars dedicated to St. Joseph and add one to your home.
6. Joseph was from the tribe of Judah. Trace his lineage back to Judah (found in the Gospel of St. Matthew). Why is Joseph’s lineage important? Can you find any familiar names in his ancestry? What names of Joseph’s ancestors are featured in the Old Testament? What roles did they play in salvation history?
7. Joseph was a carpenter who built things out of wood. Find out what it takes to become a carpenter. What tools do carpenters need? What education or apprenticeship do they need? How long is the training for a carpenter? Write down your findings and discuss them with your parent or leader.
8. Use some of the knowledge you’ve gained about carpentry to build something out of wood. Ask for an adult’s help if needed. Perhaps you could build a bird feeder, bird house, picture frame, or other small item to honor St. Joseph.

