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��������������������������������������Beginnings�
�

In�Chapter�One�of�The�Search�for�the�Madonna,�you�meet�Maggie�
Brandenburg�and�her�family.�Counting�Maggie�there�are�four�people�in�her�
immediate�family.�
�
Name�Maggie’s�family�and�list�the�names�on�the�lines�below.�
�
__________________����___________________��__________________�
�
What�are�the�names�of�Maggie’s�aunt�and�uncle?��
___________________________________________________________�
�
What�kind�of�letter�did�Maggie’s�aunt�send�to�the�family?�(Hint�–�Chapter�
One’s�title�is?)��
�
�_______________________________________________�
�
Do�you�remember�the�silly�nickname�Em�used�for�other�girls�who�wore�“new�
dresses,�white�anklets�and�shiny�patent�leather�shoes?”��
�
�____________________________________�
�
What�does�Maggie�hope�for�more�than�anything�in�the�world?��
�
�___________________________________�
�
Maggie’s�mother�has�a�favorite�prayer�to�Mary.�Can�you�remember�the�
Name�of�this�
prayer?____________________________________________________________�
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Character�Match�Up�
Match�the�characters�on�one�side�to�their�description�on�the�other�side.�

Hint�–�Answers�can�be�found�in�Chapter�Two�
�

�
Lorelei� � � � � � Maggie’s�three-times�great�
� � � � � � � Grandfather�
�
�
Sam�Carstairs� � � � � Uncle�Hiram’s�sweetheart�
�
�
Matthias� � � � � � Em’s�favorite�book��
� � � � � � � character�
�
Rosalie�Winters� � � � � Once�touched�the�famous��
� � � � � � � Statue�of�the�Madonna�
�
�
Madonna� � � � � � Winters’�daughter�left��
� � � � � � � behind�
�
�
Tarzan� � � � � � Matthias’�wife�
�
�
Papa� � � � � � � Famous�statue�owned�by�
� � � � � � � the�Brandenburgs�
�
Christ�Child�� � � � � Wore�crown�with�diamonds�
� � � � � � � showing�North�Star�
�
Martha� � � � � � Man�who�owned�a�farm�in�
� � � � � � � Michigan�
�
�
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�
�

� In�Chapter�Three�“An�Unknown�Visitor”�arrives�at�the�farmhouse�
kitchen.��Fill�in�the�blanks�on�the�following�questions.�
�
�
1. Name�at�least�two�foods�Maggie�ate�for�breakfast.�
�
____________________________________________________�

�
�
2. Aunt�Sophie�introduces�the�strange�boy.�What�is�his�name?�
�
_________________________________________________________�
�
3. Who�named�the�mysterious,�hole�digging�visitor�the�ghost?�
�
�
�
�
4. �Name�the�sheriff.�________________________________________�

�
5. Where�is�Aunt�Sophie�worried�the�family�will�go�if�something�happens�
to�the�strawberry�patch?�

�
___________________________________________________________�
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� � � � � � � � �
�
Maggie�hopes�to�find�the�missing�Brandenburg�treasure�so�she�might�help�
her�family�save�Aunt�Sophie’s�farm.�Her�dearest�wish�is�to�have�a�“forever”�
home�again.��Why�doesn’t�Maggie�have�a�home�now?�
�
�
�

�
�
Billy�believes�Uncle�Hiram�thought�the�treasure�was�buried�in�the�
“haunted”�woods.�What�do�you�think�might�have�happened�to�the�
treasure?�Make�a�guess�and�check�here�after�you�finish�reading�the�book.�
�
�
�

�
�
Paige,�Billy’s�little�sister,�makes�a�startling�announcement�at�the�end�of�
Chapter�Four.�What�did�Paige�say?�Do�you�believe�her?�Why?�
�
�
�

�
�
(Use�other�side�of�the�paper�if�you�need�more�room�for�your�answers.)�
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�
�
Did�you�ever�think�about�words�as�a�kind�of�treasure?�The�more�interesting�
words�you�know�and�understand,�the�better�and�clearer�your�writing�will�be.�
Think�of�it�this�way�–�you�can�have�a�dull�sentence.�The�box�was�filled�with�
gold.��Or�you�can�have�an�attention-grabbing�sentence.��The�weathered�
treasure�chest�spilled�a�glittering�assortment�of�shining�coins�and�sparkling�
jewels�of�ruby�red�and�sunshine�yellow.��Which�sentence�shows�you�a�
fascinating�picture?�
�
Each�of�the�words�below�was�used�in�Chapter�Five.�Look�up�the�definition�
and�write�a�sentence�using�each�word.�

�
Dismal�
�
����������
�
Pouting�
� �
�
�
Glared�
�
��������
�
Perturbed
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�

�
�

� In� Chapter� Six� and� Seven,� two� new� characters� are� introduced.� � Mr.�
Duncan�(Billy’s�father�and�Aunt�Sophie’s�hired�hand)�and�Mr.�Gooch�(banker�
who�doesn’t�like�nosy�kids)�enter�the�plot.�Sometimes�you�can�tell�a�lot�about�a�
character�by� the�way�he�or� she� speaks,� acts,�or� even�by�what� they�don’t� say.��
Under� the� two� names� below� write� facts� you� know� about� the� two� new�
characters.���
�
Mr.�Duncan�� � � � � � Mr.�Gooch�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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In� Chapter� Seven,� Maggie� and� Em� are�
suspicious� of� Mr.� Gooch.� � Let’s� see� how� well� you� read� the� chapter� by�
answering�the�following�questions.�
�
1. What�was�Mr.�Gooch�doing�when�the�twins�first�saw�him?�
���
�
�
�
2. What�does�Em�think�Mr.�Gooch�wanted?���
�
�
�
�
3. What�are�Maggie’s�suspicions�about�Mr.�Gooch?�
�
�
�
�
4. What�did�Aunt�Sophie�miss�and�find�before�she�went�to�town?�
�
�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

�
�����
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Maggie�has�a�favorite�prayer.��Use�the�words�below�to�fill�in�the�blanks�in�
the�Memorare´.�
�
�

Answer������Fled���Implored�����Unaided����Virgins�
�

Incarnate���Mercy�����Gracious����Sought������Confidence�����Stand�
�
�
�
�
�
Remember,�O�most�_____________________�Virgin�Mary,�that�never�was�it�

known� that� anyone� who� ___________________� to� thy� protection,�

__________________� thy� help� or� ____________________� thy� intercession�

was� left� ____________________.� Inspired�with� this� __________________� I�

fly� unto� thee� o�Virgin,� of� __________________�my�mother,� to� thee� do� I�

come,� before� thee� I� ______________________� sinful� and� sorrowful.� O�

Mother�of�the�Word__________________________�despise�not�my�petitions�

but� in� thy�__________________________�hear�and�____________________�

me.�Amen.�
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�

�

Strawberry�Jam�

�
In�Chapter�Nine,�Maggie�and�Em�helped�pick�strawberries�with�Aunt�Sophie.�
Why�not�try�this�recipe�to�make�freezer�strawberry�jam?�Its�fun,�easy,�and�you’ll�
enjoy�the�yummy�taste�on�toast�or�a�peanut�butter�sandwich.�
�
You�Will�Need:�
4�cups�fresh�strawberries�–�crushed�
3�cups�sugar�
1�package�dry�pectin�(1.75�ounces)�
¾�cups�of�water�
Small�saucepan�
Mixing�bowl�
Measuring�cup������������������������������������������������������
Canning�jars�or�plastic�freezer�containers.�
�
�
Directions:�
Wash�strawberries.�
Mix�strawberries�and�sugar�in�bowl.�Let�sit�10�minutes.�
Stir�pectin�into�water�in�small�saucepan.�Bring�to�boil�on�medium-high�heat�
and�let�boil�1�minute.��
Stir�boiling�water�into�strawberry�mixture.�Let�sit�for�3�minutes.�
Pour�into�jars�or�freezer�containers.�
Put�tops�on�containers�and�let�sit�for�24�hours.�
Place�in�freezer�and�store�until�ready�to�use.�
Freezer�jam�lasts�about�a�year�in�the�freezer.�Once�you�open�it�and�let�it�
defrost,�it�lasts�about�3�weeks�in�the�refrigerator.�Do�not�refreeze!�
�
�
�
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�
�

�������������������������������������������������� �
�
�
�

Uncle�Hiram’s�Hieroglyphics�
�

� In�Chapter�Ten,�Maggie�learns�more�about�Uncle�Hiram.�

�“Mr.�Hiram�couldn’t�read�or�write,”�Paige�explained,�“so�he�drawed�

pictures.�.�.�He�drawed�his�hira.�.�.”�

� “Hieroglypics,”�Em�scattered�a�few�of�the�drawings�with�her�hand,�

seeming�not�to�care�that�they�might�hold�a�clue�to�the�treasure.�

� Use� the� space� below� to� draw� hieroglyphics� for� one� of� the� following�

subjects:�

Treasure,� a� person� wearing� a� straw� hat,� any� character� from� the� book,� the�

Brandenburg�Madonna�stature,�the�Brandenburg�farm,�Paddy-the�horse�
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�

� In�Chapter�Eleven�Kathleen�arrives�at�the�farm.�Right�away�Maggie�is�

suspicious�of�the�new�boarder.��After�reading�the�chapter,�list�at�least�five�

things�Kathleen�does�to�make�the�twins�suspicious.�

1.�

�

2.�

�

3.�

�

4.�

�

5.�
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�

������Can�you�believe�we’re�on�Chapter�Twelve�already?��The�Search�for�the�

Madonna�is�almost�over.�So�far,�Maggie�has�found�more�unanswered�questions�

than�solutions�to�the�mystery.��Do�you�have�any�ideas�yet�about�where�the�

treasure�could�be?�What�else�should�Maggie�do�to�try�to�solve�the�mystery?�Do�

you�think�her�idea�to�dig�holes�in�the�yard�was�a�good�idea?�Why?�Or�if�you�

don’t,�why�not?�

Do�you�think�Uncle�Hiram’s�Hieroglyphics�hold�a�clue�to�the�Madonna’s�

location?�Using�the�lines�below,�put�yourself�in�Maggie’s�place�and�make�a�

plan�to�find�the�treasure.��What�would�you�do�first,�second�and�third?�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
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�

��������Maggie’s�story�takes�place�in�1936�–�more�than�seventy�years�ago!�Life�

for�children�during�the�Great�Depression�years�was�very�different�than�it�is�for�

children�today.�For�instance,�children�enjoyed�listening�to�the�radio�instead�of�

watching�TV�or�playing�games�on�the�internet.�Many�homes�didn’t�have�

electricity�or�running�water;�most�people�did�not�own�a�car�or�van.�Under�the�

headings�below,�make�lists�of�things�that�are�different�about�Maggie’s�life�and�

yours.�

����������Maggie’s�Life����������������������������������������My�Life�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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Chapter�Fourteen��In�the�Attic�
�

In�this�chapter�several�things�happen�to�move�the�story�along.�Answer�the�
questions�below�to�see�how�well�you�read�the�chapter.�
�
1. What�do�the�twins�and�Aunt�Sophie�discover�when�they�first�get�home�

from�Martha’s?�
�
�
�
�
2. What�was�broken?�
���

�
 

3. Why�did�Aunt�Sophie�want�to�go�into�the�attic?�
�
�
�
�
4. What�did�Maggie�hope�to�find�in�the�attic?�

�
�
�
�
5. Aunt�Sophie�tells�Maggie�where�to�find�some�clues�to�the��Brandenburg�

treasure.��Where�are�Matthias’�last�words�written�down?�
�
�
�
�
6. Who�does�Em�suspect�in�this�chapter?�_____________________________�
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�
Put�these�facts�in�order�by�when�they�happened�in�Chapter�Fifteen.�Write�a�
number�on�each�line�from�1�–�11�
�
____�Maggie�finds�out�the�Winters’�family�couldn’t�have�come�home�by�the�
river.�
�
____�The�twins�help�Aunt�Sophie�make�pickles.��
�
____�Mr.�Duncan�hangs�the�painting.�
�
____�Maggie�tries�to�read�the�journal�and�gives�up.�
�
____�Aunt�Sophie�tells�the�story�of�Sherriff�Willing�and�why�he’s�afraid�of�rain.�
�
____�Em�reads�the�funnies�by�the�fire.�
�
____�Aunt�Sophie�gives�Maggie�the�journal�Lorelei�wrote.�
�
____�Aunt�Sophie�tells�Maggie�two�clues�that�are�in�the�journal.�
�
____Aunt�Sophie�is�blue�because�rainy�nights�remind�her�of�Rosalie.�
�
____�Mr.�Duncan�explains�why�the�sheriff�can’t�come�to�the�house.�
�
____��Maggie�runs�to�the�barn�to�get�a�bushel�basket�for�cucumbers.�
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�
�
In�Chapter�Sixteen�Maggie�finds�another�clue.�In�the�space�below�draw�a�
picture�of�the�house�with�the�X.�If�you�don’t�like�to�draw,�cut�and�paste�a�
picture�from�a�magazine,�newspaper,�etc.�Put�an�X�where�you�think�the�treasure�
is�hidden.�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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�
�
�������������������������������������������������������������������

���������������������������������������������������Chapter�Seventeen�
�����������������������������������������������������

�����������������������������������������������������A�Troubling�Discovery�
�
�
�

�
In�a�mystery�story,�clues�pile�up�like�pieces�of�a�puzzle.��Think�of�each�clue�as�a�
puzzle�piece�–�here’s�a�bit�with�blue�sky�and�brown�mountain�–�but�how�does�
it�fit�into�the�pattern�of�the�completed�picture?��In�Chapter�Seventeen,�Maggie�
is�trying�to�fit�several�confusing�clues�together.�The�missing�Brandenburg�
treasure�is�a�puzzle�–�where�is�it?�Where�is�the�Madonna?�Why�did�Kathleen�
have�one�of�Uncle�Hiram’s�hieroglyphics�in�her�room?�What�was�the�reason�
for�Kathleen’s�suspicious�behavior�later�in�town?�
�
Make�a�list�of�the�reasons�why�you�believe�Kathleen�is�searching�for�the�
treasure�in�one�column.��In�another�column,�list�other�suspects�and�why�they�
might�want�to�find�the�treasure.�
�
Kathleen�����������������������������������������Other�suspects�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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�

�
Disaster�in�the�Strawberry�Patch!�Find�each�word�below�and�circle�it.�These�
words�were�used�in�Chapter�Eighteen.�
�

N G J F K O A F W C E N E A Q  

V B T K I O F G O I S C G T C  

O B H E S R S V N D F W D H O  

S S A L G X E D I I Q U U L X  

R O T C A R T H T G F N R E T  

Q Q C B B P U R S H O Y T E E  

S T R A W B E R R Y O R I N R  

T T T O E A L D K F C G X N F  

I Y N A S O P H I E G R L D G  

B U N U B G D S E A O E H A C  

G S R A A W X F M H T E G O S  

R E M C N E F F K Z U N Z B M  

E J H V H Y G C C Q Z V O U D  

 
AUNT                            

BEANS 

FRET 

GLASS                                 

GREEN                            

KATHLEEN 

MAGGIE                                                                              

MAGNIFYING                     

 

SHERIFF 

SOPHIE 

STRAWBERRY 

TRACTOR 

TREASURE 

TRUDGED     

VIGOR   
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�
�
In�Chapter�Nineteen,�The�Mystery�Deepens.�Help�Maggie�solve�the�mystery�by�
filling�in�the�blanks�in�the�cryptogram�puzzle�below.�See�what�kind�of�detective�
you�would�make�by�unraveling�this�clue.�
�
�
�
�

�
�
Now�that�you�have�solved�the�puzzle,�how�would�you�answer�the�question?�
Write�a�few�short�sentences�below�to�give�your�answer.�
�
�
�

�
���

�
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�In�Chapter�Twenty,�Maggie�thinks�she�has�found�the�final�clue.�
Unscramble�the�words�below�and�decipher�Maggie’s�thoughts.�
�

 
 

Unscramble each of the clue words. 

Copy the letters in the numbered cells to other cells with the same number. 
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                                                                 �
�
�
In�Chapter�Twenty-One�Maggie,�Em�and�Billy�set�out�in�search�of�the�final�
clue.�
�
1. What�clue�were�they�following?�
�
�
�
2. What�happened�as�they�began�to�search?�
�
�
�
3. What�happened�when�Maggie�stood�on�the�edge�of�the�cliff?�
�
�
�
4. What�do�you�think�Maggie�found?�
�
�
�
5. Why�did�Maggie�scream�when�she�found�it?�
�
�
�
6. Do�you�think�Maggie�has�found�the�Madonna?�
�
�
�
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�

�
�

Chapter�Twenty-Two�asks�the�question�–�where�is�it?��Where�do�you�think�
the�Madonna�is�hidden?�Do�you�believe�Maggie�will�find�the�statue�and�the�
treasure?�Unlock�the�secret�message�below�for�a�clue.��Hint:�the�first�word�is�
The.�

�
�
�

  
 

Having trouble solving the puzzle?  Look at the spaces with an apostrophe – 

those spaces are for someone’s name. Think about who might have hidden 

the statue. 
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In a Nighttime Adventure, Maggie and Em finally learn the answers to most 

of the Brandenburg mystery.  List three things they know after this chapter 

that they didn’t know before the left the house. 

 

 

1. 

 

2. 

 

3.  

 

Did you guess who the mysterious ghost was before this chapter?  If yes, 

list three reasons why you suspected this person.  If no, list three reasons 

you guessed someone else. 

 

 

1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

List two important things Maggie and Em should have done before they left 

the house. 

 

 

1. 

 

 

2. 

 

Should the twins have gone outside alone? Yes or No? Circle one. 
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Maggie’s adventure is at an end and it’s time to see how well you read the 

last chapter. Answer the questions below. 

 

1. Why was Maggie unhappy at the beginning of the chapter? 

 

 

 

 

2. Mama tells Maggie to be happy about several things.  List three 

mysteries Maggie can be happy about solving. 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Who brought the Madonna back to Aunt Sophie? 

 

 

 

4. Name one person who said something that gave Maggie a clue to the 

treasure’s hiding place. 

 

 

 

5. Where was the treasure hidden? 
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1930’s Vs. Today 

 

 

Did you read the last chapter in the book, If you Were a Child in the 1930’s? 

Did you might notice several differences in your life and Maggie’s? In the 

Venn diagram below list four things you learned about children in the 1930’s 

in one circle and four things about life today in another circle. In the 

overlapping circle, list two things that are the same in both lives. (If you did 

this activity earlier in the study guides, use the list you made then to complete 

this activity.) 
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Answer Key 

Worksheet 1 

Mama, Papa, Em 

Aunt Sophie, Uncle Hiram 

Providential 

Mary Janes 

A forever home 

Memorare 

 

Worksheet 2 

Lorelei     Matthias’ wife 

Sam Carstairs  Man who owned farm in Michigan 

Matthias    Maggies three times great Grandfather 

Rosalie Winters   Uncle Hiram’s sweetheart 

Madonna   Famous statue owned by the Brandenburgs 

Tarzan   Em’s favorite book character 

Papa     Once touched famous Statue of Madonna 

Christ Child  worse crown with diamonds showing the North Star 

Martha   Winters’ daughter left behind 

 

Worksheet 3 

Eggs, biscuits (other choices can be accepted) 

Billy Duncan 

Uncle Hiram 

Able Willing 

Poorhouse 

 

Worksheet 4 

Maggie’s family lost their farm during Depression 

Answer if open to child’s choice 

Uncle Hiram 

That Uncle Hiram found the Madonna and let Paige touch it. 

 

Worksheet 5 

Definitions should be correct, sentences are open 

 

Worksheet 6 

Lists will be different but should reflect information from chapters 
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Worksheet 7 

Mr. Gooch was going through Aunt Sophie’s desk. 

Receipt for farm taxes 

Searching for treasure 

Pocketbook 

 

Worksheet 8 

 

Remember,� O� most� gracious�Virgin�Mary,� that� never� was� it� known� that�
anyone� who� fled� to� thy� protection,� implored� thy� help� or� sought� thy�
intercession�was�left�unaided.�Inspired�with�this�confidence�I�fly�unto�thee�o�
Virgin,�of�Virgins�my�mother,�to�thee�do�I�come,�before�thee�I�stand�sinful�
and� sorrowful.�O�Mother� of� the�Word� Incarnate� despise� not�my� petitions�
but�in�thy�mercy�hear�and�answer�me.�Amen.�

�
Worksheet�9�
Strawberry Jam recipe 

 

Worksheet 10 

Draw hieroglyphic 

 

Worksheet 11 

Choices will vary 

Kathleen invents last name 

Has beautiful suitcases and fancy clothes 

Says she has never lived on a farm 

Acts like Aunt Sophie didn’t understand what she said 

Is afraid of roosters 

Wants electricity 

Says she needs to stay at Aunt Sophie’s 

Starts to say her uncle got her a job then changes her words 

Is excited to hear about treasure 

 

Worksheet 12 

Answers will vary 

 

Worksheet 13 

Answers will vary 
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Worksheet 14 

The house had been robbed. 

Aunt Sophie’s rosebud lamp that belonged to her mother 

A new lamp and Matthias’ journal 

Painting of the Madonna, journal 

Matthias’ journal  

Kathleen 

 

Worksheet 15 

1)Aunt�Sophie�gives�Maggie�the�journal�Lorelei�wrote.�
2)Mr.�Duncan�hangs�the�painting.��
3)Mr.�Duncan�explains�why�the�sheriff�can’t�come�to�the�house.�
4)Aunt�Sophie�tells�the�story�of�Sherriff�Willing�and�why�he’s�afraid�of�rain.�
5)Maggie�runs�to�the�barn�to�get�a�bushel�basket�for�cucumbers.�
6)The�twins�help�Aunt�Sophie�make�pickles.�
7)Em�reads�the�funnies�by�the�fire.�
8)Maggie�tries�to�read�the�journal�and�gives�up.�
9)Aunt�Sophie�tells�Maggie�two�clues�that�are�in�the�journal.�
10)Aunt�Sophie�is�blue�because�rainy�nights�remind�her�of�Rosalie.�
11)Maggie�finds�out�the�Winters’�family�couldn’t�have�come�home�by�the�river.�
�
Worksheet�16�
Answers�will�vary.�
�
Worksheet�17�
Answers�will�vary.�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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Worksheet�
18

�
�
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Worksheet�19�
Solution�to�secret�phrase.�
Has�Maggie�found�Rosalie’s�final�resting�place?�
�
Worksheet�20�
Clue���E�goes�in�space�11�
Landslide��I�goes�in�space�12�
Treasure��T�goes�in�space�8�
Madonna��O�goes�in�space�9,�N�goes�in�space�1�
Meadow�–�O�goes�in�space�2�
Grave��V�goes�in�space�6�
Cabin��I�goes�in�space�4�
Banker�E�goes�in�space�7�
Cliff�
Winters��W�goes�in�space�3,�T�goes�in�space�10�and�R�goes�in�space�13�
Maggie��A�goes�in�space�5�
�
Secret�Sentence:�Now�I�have�to�prove�it!�
�
Worksheet�21�
The�clue�from�Uncle�Hiram’s�hidden�box�showing�where�the�landslide�
happened.�
Rain�
The�ground�gave�way�and�she�fell.�
Answers�may�vary.�
Answers�may�vary.�
Answers�may�vary.�
�
Worksheet�22�
The�secret�message�is:�The�statue�is�hidden�in�Uncle�Hiram’s�secret�hiding�
place.�
�
Worksheet�23�
The�answers�on�this�page�could�vary.�On�the�list�of�what�two�things�the�twins�
should�have�done�before�leaving�the�house,�children�should�answer�that�they�
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should�have�woken�Aunt�Sophie�and�asked�permission.�Children�should�realize�
the�girls�did�something�dangerous.�
�
Worksheet�24�
1)Maggie�was�unhappy�because�she�wanted�to�find�the�gold�and�jewels.�
2)Answers�may�vary�–�possible�choices�could�be�finding�the�Winters’�family,�
finding�the�Madonna,�knowing�the�house�taxes�were�paid,�etc.�
3)Kathleen�
4)Father�McCafferty,�Miss�Winters,�Papa,�Mr.�Duncan�
5)�Inside�the�statue�of�the�Madonna�
�
�
�
�
�
.�
�
�
�
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